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Mission Statement

"Develop the Michigan Amateur Radio Public Service Corp (ARPSC) program into a fully
integrated communications team, ready, willing and able to provide radio communications
support to Public Service Agencies and the citizens of Michigan."

Introduction

This is a “Dynamic System” which will continue to evolve as our mitigation, preparedness,
response, and recovery capabilities improve.

This document sets forth the minimum standards for all amateur radio operators who desire
to serve in the ARPSC. They are intended to ensure that a Standard Baseline of Communications
Capabilities is present within all Michigan ARPSC Organizations so that interoperability and mutual
aid may be provided when needed. The development of additional communications capabilities
(i.e. Digital, Satellite) is encouraged, provided it is not at the expense of the minimum
requirements.

One of the basic purposes of amateur radio is public service especially during an emergency.
The following is from taken from the FCC Rules Part 97:

“Part 97.1 Basis and Purpose

The rules and regulations in this Part are designed to provide an amateur radio service
having a fundamental purpose as expressed in the following principles:

(a) Recognition and enhancement of the value of the amateur radio service to the public
as a voluntary noncommercial communication service, particularly with respect to
providing emergency communications.”

Objectives

e Develop a volunteer organization by unifying the Amateur Radio Emergency Service
(ARES)©, the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES), the National Traffic
System (NTS) and SKYWARN into one continuous and seamless organization called the
Michigan Section ARPSC.

e The guidelines in this document will outline the standards of preparedness for ARPSC
programs within the Michigan Section ARPSC and outline Concept of Operations, Tasks,
Execution, Ideas and Definitions of ARPSC.

e To provide for the establishment and coordination of amateur radio communications
through out the Michigan Section and from the Emergency Communications Center (ECC)
of the State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) and also provide back-up capabilities
for existing communications systems.
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